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INTER-ALLIED MACHINERY IN WAR-TIME

By GEORGE EUBLEB, Delegate to Inter-Allied Maritime
Transport Council.

BEFORE going further into a consideration of world organisa-
tion to-day and into the specific operations of the League,
it is important to review the achievements of the Principal
Allied and Associated Powers in the field of co-operation
under the pressure of War requirements and demands. For
there we shall find exactly how far sovereign states have been
willing to go in co-operation to a common end, and just what
difficulties lie along the road.

During the earlier years of the conflict the nations fighting
against the Central Powers carried on their economic activities
separately and often in competition with one another. Each
made its own arrangements for the import of food and raw
materials. It is true that France and Russia and Italy all
looked to Great Britain for financial help and for the use of
British shipping,*but the requests for assistance were made
independently of one another. Great Britain being in,the
position of donor, was the judge of how much could be spared
from her own need. There was no way of comparing the
urgency oi the various needs. So long as there was no serious
shortage this system worked well enough. But as time
passed the strain on British credit became onerous, and the
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